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Manufacturing Consent

by  and 

Manufacturing Consent:
The Political Economy of the Mass Media

Edward S. Herman Noam Chomsky
Pantheon Books, 1988; ISBN 0-679-72034-0

Contrary to the commonly believed image of the press as cantankerous, 
obstinate and thorough in its search for truth, Edward Herman and 
Noam Chomsky show that, in fact, a highly prejudiced elite consensus 
creates the state propaganda that is presented daily as “news.” 

They skillfully dissect the way in which the marketplace and the economics of publishing 
significantly shape the news. They reveal how issues are framed and topics are chosen. As 
a prime example, they reveal the fact that totally dishonest double standards are used by the 
corporate media when “reporting” about countries which are puppets of the U.S., and 
countries which attempt to be free of the U.S.

In the corporate mass-media’s propagandistic accounts of so-called “free elections,” a “free 
press,” and governmental repression, Herman and Chomsky contrast the double standards 
which were used between Nicaragua and El Salvador; between the Russian invasion of 
Afghanistan and the American invasion of Vietnam; between the genocide in Cambodia 
under a pro-American government and genocide under Pol Pot (which was later supported 
by the U.S. government). 

They explore how Watergate and the Iran-Contra hearings manifested not an excess but a 
lack of investigative zeal into the accumulating illegalities of the executive branch. 

What emerges from this pathbreaking work is the fact that the mainstream mass media are 
nothing more than highly sophisticated propaganda organs of the corporate state, and that a 
knowledge of their methods allows us to see them for what they are.

Reviews



“[A] compelling indictment of the news media’s role in covering up errors and 
deceptions in American foreign policy of the past quarter century.” 

— Walter LaFeber
The New York Times Book Review

“An intellectual dissection of the modern media to show how an underlying 
economics of publishing warps the news.” 

— Book Description 

“A tour de force, co-authored by one of the world’s leading experts on 
language and meaning. In this book, Herman and Chomsky put forward a 
‘propaganda model’ to explain the bias in Western (mostly US) media on 
international affairs. Their thesis is that, although the US is not a dictatorship 
where a single leader can censor the press, the very market forces that lead 
people to believe in the freedom of their press actually work to create a 
self-imposed censorship which creates a biased media, more intent on 
delivering audiences to their advertisers and vital corporate sponsors than in 
providing their readers with balanced and informed news.

“The authors back up their theory with a large number of examples, and focus 
on 3 main topics: Latin America, Vietnam and the attempt on the life of the 
Pope in 1981. Using extensive quotations from US contemporary media 
reports, and comparing them with official sources such as government 
documents, White House memos, State Department press releases, as well as 
reports in non-US-based media, Herman and Chomsky are able to bolster their 
thesis of a propaganda model, and show that US media reports are nearly 
always skewed to show the US and its allies as the ‘good guys’, and other 
(enemy) states as the ’bad guys’. 

“When ‘they’ do it, it’s called ‘terrorism’, when ‘we’ do it, it’s called ‘fighting 
for democracy and freedom.’” 

— sheffi
reviewer

from Nara, Japan
Amazon.com
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His 1957 work revolutionized the field of 
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Chomsky has received honorary degrees from the University of London, University of 
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American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Sciences. His work 
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The Pacifica Counterrevolution Hits WBAI:
Another Call for Action

Edward S. Herman
http://www.radio4all.org/fp/endgame/herman_counterrev.html

“Given the importance of the media in hegemonic processes, and in contesting 
those processes, what is happening to Pacifica, and now WBAI, should be first 
order business for the left. This was our only radio network, and it is being 
destroyed!”

 Articles by Edward S. HermanExtra!
http://www.fair.org/extra/writers/herman.html

The Noam Chomsky Archive
http://www.zmag.org/chomsky/

“This archive is hosted by ZNet, the web site of  It contains the 
full text to many of Chomsky’s major works, the complete audio to several 
important lectures, and numerous articles, interviews and speeches.” 

Z Magazine.

Media Beat
http://www.fair.org/media-beat/

“Media Beat is the insightful weekly syndicated column on media and politics 
written by FAIR associate Norman Solomon. It runs in newspapers across the 
country.

“  called Solomon one of ‘the fiercest and most articulate media 
critics around.’ A  reviewer wrote: ‘The bold, muckraking 
Utne Reader

Los Angeles Times



tone of these columns offers a welcome respite from the decerebrated discourse 
that too often passes for contemporary journalism.’” 

Fairness & Accuracy In Reporting — FAIR
http://www.fair.org/

“FAIR, the national media watch group, has been offering well-documented 
criticism of media bias and censorship since 1986. We work to invigorate the 
First Amendment by advocating for greater diversity in the press and by 
scrutinizing media practices that marginalize public interest, minority and 
dissenting viewpoints. 

“As an anti-censorship organization, we expose neglected news stories and 
defend working journalists when they are muzzled. As a progressive group, 
FAIR believes that structural reform is ultimately needed to break up the 
dominant media conglomerates, establish independent public broadcasting and 
promote strong non-profit sources of information.” 
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